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CHOOSE A STYLE

SITE-FINISHED
OR FACTORY-FINISHED?

A site finish is applied at the home,

in the room where the flooring is

being installed. This offers the most
customization, but requires drying time
during which you will not be able to walk
on the floor.

With factory-finished wood floors, the
finish is applied at the factory, long
before it reaches your home. While

it offers the least customization, you
will be able to walk on the floors
immediately after installation.
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SOLID OR ENGINEERED?

Solid wood flooring is made of one piece
of wood from top to bottom and can be
used in any room that is on or above
ground. One of the many benefits of solid
wood flooring is it can be sanded and
refinished many times.

Engineered wood floors are made using
multiple layers, but include a top layer
made of high-quality wood. Because
engineered wood floors expand and
contract less than solid wood flooring,
they are ideal for any level, including
basement installations. While this type
of flooring usually can be sanded and
refinished, it cannot always be done as
many times as solid wood flooring.



GLOSSY OR MATTE?

The sheen of your wood floor is a matter
of personal preference. Gloss finishes
offer the most shine and reflect the most
light. Semi-gloss finishes offer some shine
and reflect some light. Satin finishes offer
low shine and reflect minimal light. Matte
finishes offer the least shine and reflect
the least light = natural oils have similar
characteristics. The less sheen, the less
you will notice small scratches and other
normal wear.

STRIP, PLANK, PARQUET,
OR END GRAIN?

Hardwood floors are manufactured in
four styles: strip, plank, parquet and
end grain. Each style is available in a
variety of species, colors, and widths,
so choosing the right one is a matter
of preference. Strip flooring is less
than 3” wide and often makes a room
appear larger. Plank flooring is 3” or
wider and often creates a more casual
look. Parquet flooring varies in size and
generates a geometric, non-linear look.
End grain flooring has a unique visual
element as the wood’s grain is visible
and upward facing. Check out these
options at woodfloors.org/types.
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Maintenance Tip #5

Use a humidifier throughout the
winter months to minimize gaps
between the floor boards.

Maintenance Tip #6

Ask a wood flooring professional for a
recommended maintenance schedule.
Schedules vary depending on use,
finish wear and tear, and lifestyle.
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AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION

To avoid scratches, put floor protector pads on the bottoms of the
legs of any furniture that comes in direct contact with your floors.
Avoid walking on floors with sports cleats or high-heeled shoes.
But even if despite your best efforts, the floor becomes a toy car
racetrack or dance floor, issues can usually be repaired.

When the floor begins to look a little dull, only use products
recommended by your contractor, flooring manufacturer, or finish
manufacturer. Using the wrong type of cleaning product could
damage the finish and possibly the wood.

Wood is a natural product that responds to its environment. During
winter months when heating systems are running, wood floors will
shrink, resulting in gaps between floor boards. When humidity is
higher in the summer, wood floors swell. This is a normal reaction
that occurs from season to season, but it can be minimized by
keeping your home between 60-80 degrees Fahrenheit and 30-50
percent humidity all year.

Maintenance Tip #7

Ask a professional if your wood floor could
use a new coat of finish. Most scratches in
wood flooring will occur in the finish, not
the wood itself. A professional may be able
to lightly abrade the finish and apply a
new coat to restore the floor.



MAINTAINING
YOUR LUSTER

Over time, when your wood floors start
to look a little dull, they can be renewed
through recoating. This involves applying
new finish to renew luster. To keep wood
floors looking and performing well for
generations, periodic recoating of your
floorsis all that’s necessary. Individual
maintenance schedules will vary depending
on finish, wear and tear, and lifestyle.

Maintenance Tip #8

Consider new finish options to give an
updated look and style. There are wood
floors in excess of 300 years old that
are still in service today, but have gone
through numerous style changes.
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SUSTAINABLE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

Wood floors are the most environmentally friendly flooring option available.
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Trees are a renewable resource that can be regrown time and time again.
The hardwood forests that provide flooring products are growing more than
twice as fast as they are being harvested.

Because wood floors can last for many generations, they require fewer raw
materials = and produce less landfill waste = than other flooring options.

Wood also stores carbon during its service life and can ultimately be
recycled for other uses or burned as fuel.

Diel You Know?

If refinishing is not an option, you
can recycle your floors and install

a new product knowing that the
annual growth of hardwood trees is
greater than the average removal.
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MAKEOVERS
ARE EASY
WITH A PRO

[t's easy to transform the look of your wood
floors by sanding and refinishing them. You’ll
want a wood flooring professional who has
the knowledge and skills to do the job right.
The NWFA is dedicated to educating wood
flooring professionals in the installation,
sanding, finishing, inspection, and sale of
wood flooring products.

Find one in your area at
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READY TO FIND YOUR FLOOR?

FOLLOW THIS STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE!

01 Determine where in your house you'd like to have wood flooring.

[]2 Establish a general budget range and desired timing for the project.

03 Find a professional to help with selecting/ordering product
and installation.

04 Choose the type of flooring, design requirements, and colors that
are necessary for your project.

05 Plan a time to have the work completed.
06 Discuss maintenance requirements with your flooring professional.

[]7 Enjoy your beautiful new wood floors.

ADDITIONAL TOOLS AND RESOURCES

Explore design Engage with a Find the wood flooring

possibilities with certified wood flooring companies and products

wood floors professional near you you need






